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* Why, this is a revolt ! '   ' No, Sire/ rejoined the Due de
Liancourt, ' it is a revolution ! '

It is necessary, at this point, to pause and ask why in the
summer of 1789 revolution thus blazed out in France ?
CAUSES OF THE Revolutions rarely come suddenly, and never
FRENCH           by chance. An accidental spark may fire the

REVOLUTION

and carefully laid. The causes of the Revolution in France
cannot be really understood except by a perusal of its his-
tory for the last two hundred years. Here it must suffice to
summarize them.
The first point to realize is that for centuries all political
power in France had been concentrated in the hands of the
Crown: that all limiting and competing
THE CROWN authorities had been ruthlessly swept aside.
For this concentration there were excellent historical
reasons. It was the monarchy which had made France.
It was the monarchy which had resisted the efforts of a
self-seeking feudal aristocracy which, in its own interests,
would gaily have dismembered France. It was the mon-
archy which had withstood the hardly less mischievous
tendencies of the political Huguenots. It was the mon-
archy of Louis XIV (1643-1715) which, entering upon a
heritage bequeathed to it by the patient labours of a long
series of great kings, and still greater ministers, had raised
France to a dazzling pinnacle of prestige among the powers
of Europe. But in the eighteenth century the monarchy had
ceased to be efficient. From India and North America
France had been expelled by the arms of Englishmen : in
Europe its military prestige had been shattered in a series of
disastrous and expensive wars. At home things were no
better. The personal vices of Louis XV (1715-1774) were
not redeemed by political capacity, and the administration
drifted into confusion and bankruptcy. But the Nemesis
which waits on autocracy overtook the French monarchy,
not when things were at their worst under the vicious and
incompetent Louis XV, but when reform was being seriously
undertaken by the patriotic and well-meaning Louis XVI